
 

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF EDUCATION ABUJA 
PRESS RELEASE 

COMMONWEALTH DAY OBSERVATION 

Nigeria Reiterates Commitment to Education of the Nigerian 
Child. 

 Nigeria joins the rest of 51 member countries to mark this year’s 
Commonwealth Day on Monday, March 13 2017, with a resolve to 
provide unhindered access to education for every child. 

Speaking at a ceremony to mark the Day held in Abuja, the Minister of 
Education, Malam Adamu Adamu, said that the kind of peace required 
for progress and development in a nation can be entrenched if children 
at an early age are offered the right education. 

In this regard the Minister said that the Administration of President 
Muhammadu Buhari has put in place a number of strategies aimed at 

boosting the education sector. 

Malam Adamu noted that the commitment to the idea of the 
Commonwealth has proved deep and long-lasting more because of what 
it promises than the benefits that can be seen and felt. 

He said Commonwealth awards prestigious and world class scholarship 
to citizens of its members, which foster great unity in diversity and 
palpable peace created by gentle diplomacy at which the world must 
continue to marvel. 

The Minister stated that the search for peace and issue of security 
management must be sustained as a holistic one. 

“For us today, to ensure peace, a lot more will also need to be done to 
control the irresponsibility, sensationalism and dissemination of 
disinformation on the social media. Freedom of expression should never 
be treated as license,” he stressed. 

Speaking in the same vein, the Minister of State for Education, Prof. 
Anthony Anwukah, said that peace-building should be the yearning of 
many democracies. 



He said that many nations, Nigeria inclusive, are bedevilled by one 
conflict or the other, however, he said, it is not enough to advocate and 
sensitize people on peace-building without looking at the likely causes of 
conflicts or lack of peace. 

In a welcome address, the Acting Permanent Secretary, Dr. Hussaini 
Adamu, said this year’s Commonwealth theme: “A Peace-building 
Commonwealth” recognises the importance of peace in the development 
of a nation. 

He said the Education sector has been in the forefront of achieving 
lasting peace and prosperity in the country by ensuring that Nigerian 
children are educated. 

 In a goodwill message, British High Commissioner to Nigeria, Mr. Paul 
Arkwright commended the Ministry for the large number of young people 
involved in the commemoration of the Commonwealth day, noting that 
they are the building blocks of peace. 

Also, Chairman, Senate Committee on Secondary Education, Senator 
Aliyu Wamakko, expressed delight for Nigeria joining other member 

nations to mark the day. 

 Second Monday of March every year is set aside for Commonwealth Day 
observance by member Nations. The theme, A Peace-building 
Commonwealth, reaffirms the Commonwealth Charter principles that 
“international peace and security, sustainable economic growth and 
development and rule of law are essential to the progress and prosperity 
of all.” 

  



 

L-R: British High Commissioner to Nigeria, Mr. Paul Arkwright, Minister of Education, Malam Adamu 

Adamu, Minister of State for Education, Prof. Anthony Anwukah, and Executive Secretary, NUC, Prof. 

Abubakar Adamu Rasheed. 

 

 

L-R: Chairman, Senate Committee on Secondary Education, Senator Aliyu Wamakko, Minister of 

Education, Malam Adamu Adamu and Minister of state for Education, Prof. Anthony Anwukah, 

during the event. 



 

Minister of Education, Malam Adamu Adamu, presenting  a plaque to a representative of Premier 

Academy , Abuja,  1st  place winner of the quiz competition. 

 

 

Minister of State for Education, Prof. Anthony Anwukah, presenting a plaque to a representative of 

Cherryfield College, Jikwoyi, Abuja,  2nd place winner of the quiz competition. 

 



 

Gbagi Cultural display during the event 

 

 

Display of Commonwealth member nations by students 

 

 

 



 

 

 

A cross-section of dignitaries at the event 

 

 


